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Stage 1
 Workshops 

Drawing up proposals for initiatives, 15 July 
to end of September 2007.

n6 groups > Energy management and fighting climate 
change > Protecting biodiversity and natural resources  

> Developing a healthy environment > Adopting sustainable 
production and consumption behaviour > Constructing 
ecologically-responsible democracy : institutions and 
governance > Promoting ecologically-responsible development 
methods that boost competitiveness and create jobs.
n2 intergroups > waste management and genetically-
modified (GM) organisms.
n“Mirror” groups.
n5 colleges > the State, local governments, NGOs, 

employers and employees.
n350 people mobilised.

n50 meetings, in other words over 
400 hours of working together 

in groups.

nThree questions  
for Jean-Louis Borloo

What do you feel has been achieved in the  
4 months of the Grenelle Environnement ?
The Grenelle (or Environment Round Table)  
has been a victory for open and constructive 
debate. It has allowed the stakeholders, i.e. the 
government, NGOs, local authorities, labour and 
management, workers and the business world 
alike, to study the strengths and weaknesses  
of our society in great depth. During these four 
months, any tendencies toward posturing  
or maintaining conservative attitudes were 
overridden by the fervent determination to 
make progress together. We have seen a massive 
and extraordinarily intense mobilisation,  
at regional meetings and on the Net with a huge 
increase in the number of blogs focusing  
on these issues. We have sparked everyone’s 
interest and achieved results, with concrete  
and effective proposals.

Is the ecological revolution really underway?
The Grenelle Environnement provided an 
opportunity for a vast “programme review”, 
leading to a genuine shift in strategy: in the 
areas of transport, building and farming. Based 
on the workgroups’ conclusions, the French 

« The Grenelle was 
not an end in itself 
but a beginning » 

President proposed an “ecological new deal” to 
the French in a bid to demonstrate, in real terms 
and with concrete action, that an alternative 
form of growth is possible. The fight to protect 
the environment is also a fight that involves  
the people, all of us, in all our daily lives: we all 
have the chance to vote twice a day, ten times  
a day, in favour of the planet by buying durable 
rather than non-durable goods. And that doesn’t 
mean more expensive goods!

Did 25 October mark the end  
of the Grenelle Environnement ?
The Grenelle Environnement was not an end  
in itself but a beginning. The battle to practice 
what we preach will now be as crucial as that 
we have fought to get this far. Now it is up  
to us to join forces and invent a “democratic 
monitoring process”, with an annual Grenelle 
Environnement to review progress on  
the proposed projects. I want every programme 
and every measure to be “tracked” thanks to 
performance objectives and mid-term progress 
meetings so that we can all see exactly where we 
are. We now have a “five-way dialogue” method 
that, as the President observed, works well.  
I want to see this method, which is a bit like the 
trademark of the Grenelle Environnement, take 
root in the long term. The collective adventure of 
the Grenelle has only just begun.

n�A democratic 
process

Stage 4
 And beyond... 

n1 Environmental Guidelines Act.
n1 monitoring committee.
nThemed workgroups > urban 
planning, housing, transport, waste 
management, etc.
nReorganisation of the Ministry.
nAction programmes.

nAnd annual meetings…

Stage 2
 Public debate 

From the end of September  
to mid-October 2007.
n19 cities, in other words, nearly  
400 hours of meetings.
n14,000 contributions online  
and 350,000 visitors to the site.
n31 organisations > scientific 

and institutional, etc.
nThe National Assembly 

and the Senate.

Stage 3
 Round table discussions 

4 half-day sessions on 24 and  
25 October, extended to the morning  

of 26 October.
nFighting climate change. 
nProtecting and managing biodiversity and 
natural environments. 
nProtecting health and the environment 
whilst promoting economic growth. 
nDeveloping ecologically-responsible 

democracy.
nStatement of conclusions  

by the French President.
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Minister of State, Minister for Ecology, Sustainable  
Development and Spatial Planning.
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